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The Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association has received a response to a letter it sent the 

Premier in early August regarding the Bell Bay Pulp Mill Project, in which it asked for guarantees on a 

number of issues concerning farmers. 

 

Roger Swain, President of the TFGA, said today that the Premier has now replied to the TFGA’s 

letter with comment in each of the Association’s areas of interest. 

 

“Our key concerns related to irrigation water and protecting irrigator’s rights in the South Esk Basin, 

water pricing in the water supply arrangement between Hydro Tasmania and Gunns, pipeline matters 

and market access for private wood producers.” 

 

“We also sought an absolute assurance from Government that the Mill’s environmental permit 

conditions will be enforced in full, and that permit conditions will include provision for shutting down 

the Mill where warranted.” 

 

Mr Swain said that the TFGA Board is now considering the Premier’s letter with a view to finalising a 

position on the mill before debate on the project in State parliament next week. 

 

“The TFGA recognises that a world class pulp mill will bring clear benefits for private wood producers, 

many of whom are farmers, and for rural communities generally.” 

 

“Putting it simply, a pulp mill will strengthen the enterprises of many, many farmers.” 
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“However our support for the project is subject to very solid reassurances on these other important 

matters, Mr Swain said.” 

 

ENDS: Date: 22 August 2007   
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