MEDIA RELEASE

Farmers support the Pulp Mill if their rights are protected

A new modern pulp mill will underwrite the future of private forestry and pulpwood production for

Tasmania’s farm foresters.
According to Roger Swain, President of the Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers Association, that's why
the Association today announced its support for the Bell Bay Pulp Mill project, but subject to the

Government providing guarantees on specific and legitimate issues for many farmers.

“Some 40% of commercial wood production in Tasmania is on private land and much of that is on

from commercial farming enterprises.”

“The pulp mill will have the same benefits for farmers who produce wood, that an abattoir would have

for meat producers or a milk factory for dairy farmers”.

“Downstream processing in Tasmania will provide a good deal more market certainty for pulp wood
producers, including private producers, and should reduce some of the market fluctuations they have
faced in the past.”

“Putting it simply, the pulp mill will strengthen the enterprises for many, many farmers.”

“However that said, the proposed pulp mill does have implications for farmers beyond those with an

interest in wood production, and the interests of those farmers must be protected”, Mr Swain said.
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Mr Swain reported that the TFGA is currently seeking absolute assurances from the State
Government that the pulp mill's water off take from Trevallyn Dam will not diminish in any way the

water rights of farmers in the South Esk River basin for stock, domestic and irrigation purposes.

He also said that there needs to be an assurance that water pricing arrangements between Hydro
Tasmania and Gunns Limited are fully commercial in nature, and wholly consistent with the National

Water Initiative that all other water users have to abide by.

“We are also concerned that the problems many land owners faced with the laying of the natural gas

pipeline a few years ago, do not recur.”

“We must have unequivocal assurances from Government that it will not exert any pressure on land
owners to accommodate unreasonable demands from the pulp mill proponent with regard to pipe line

installation.”

“Private wood growers also need reassurance that they will be free to sell their wood to whomever
they want. The option of selling to other woodchip export operations must remain as part of a

competitive pulp wood market for Tasmanian growers.”

“Finally, Tasmanian agriculture takes its Island reputation for clean and high quality produce very

seriously.”

“There must be absolute assurance from Government that the Mill's environmental permit conditions
will be enforced in full, and that permit conditions will include provision for shutting down the Mill

where warranted.”
“Tasmania’s rural economy stands to benefit from this project, but it is vitally important that the
Government provides assurances to farmers on important aspects of the Mill's construction and

operation”, Mr Swain said.
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