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KNEE-JERK BAN ON PLANTATIONS IS POOR 
AGRICULTURAL POLICY  

 
Significant damage will be done to farming families if Government were to just ban plantations on 
farm land. 
 
That is the view expressed today by Roger Swain, President of the Tasmanian Farmers and 
Graziers Association. 
 
“Plantation development on farming land in Tasmania is not as simple an issue as critics make 
out.” 
 
“People currently advocating banning plantations on not just prime agricultural land but other land 
classes too, need to consider all the implications.” 
 
“Otherwise they are simply advocating reducing the ability of farmers to make their own 
commercial decisions and that is a sure fire way of damaging farm businesses,” Mr Swain said. 
 
Mr Swain explained that no organisation has had to grapple with the complex issue of plantations 
in agricultural areas more than the TFGA. 
 
“We fully appreciate concerns among our members about plantation water interception, managed 
investment schemes and the impact of plantations on the social fabric of traditional farming 
districts.” 
 
“But it is clear that resolving these issues needs to be in the context of water, taxation or social 
policy, not through a blunt instrument like just banning plantations.” 
 
“That’s why we have been in close discussion with the State Government as they finalise changes 
to the State Policy for the Protection of Agricultural Land.” 
 
“Government’s intention is clearly to use the PAL policy to limit wall-to-wall conversion of prime 
agricultural land to plantations.” 
 
“We have made it clear from the start that they must strike the right balance and deliver a sensible 
policy that ensures farmers are not just collateral damage in their rush for green credentials.” 
 
“Firstly, the establishment of plantations for shelter belts, woodlots and environmental plantings 
should not be prevented.”   
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“Secondly, the development of integrated farm forestry as a legitimate part of a profitable farming 
enterprise in Tasmania should be being encouraged. It is how many farmers are diversifying their 
traditional grazing and cropping and increasing their sustainability.” 
 
“Moreover, the establishment of plantations or any other commercial farming operation for that 
matter, should not be left to the whim of Councils,”  
 
“There must be strong controls put on the ability of Local Government to meddle with the PAL 
policy, otherwise it is farmers who will bear the brunt of even more expensive regulation and red 
tape.” 
 
“Finally, all farmers would agree that they know what is best for their enterprise – they should not 
be told by Government what they can or can’t grow,”  
 
“And if a farmer wants to leave the land and a plantation developer offers the best price, than it is 
not for Government or the community to restrict who they can or can’t sell their property to.” 
 
“Thinking Tasmanians with any feeling for farmers would surely agree,” Mr Swain said. 
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