MEDIA RELEASE

MEANDER DAM HERALDS NEW ERA FOR TASMANIAN
AGRICULTURE

Tasmanian agriculture is facing a period of unprecedented growth.

That's the belief of Roger Swain, President of the Tasmanian Farmers & Graziers Association,

speaking after the opening of the Meander Dam today.

“The opening of Meander Dam clearly signals how an efficient, sustainable and highly productive

irrigated farming sector will underpin the future of Agriculture in this State.”

“The Meander Valley community has for a long time seen this opportunity — for some 50 years in

fact.”

“Today my hat goes off to those local champions who never gave up on a vision for Meander Dam

knowing exactly what this project means for boosting the region’s farm-based economy.”
“The TFGA has also never wavered in our support for Meander Dam and today we wholeheartedly
congratulate the State Government for their equally stiff resolve which saw this project through to

completion,” he said.

Mr Swain also welcomed the Government’s announcement that Tasmania’s rural water infrastructure

development journey is far from over.
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“The TFGA has long argued that captilising on Tasmania's water advantage by securing long-term
water supplies in each of our agricultural regions, is fundamental to maximizing the future growth our

industry.”

“It requires a concerted investment into rural water infrastructure so to capture new water supplies

plus more effectively utilise and re-use existing water resources.”

“The Tasmanian Government’s commitment of $80M of State funding, which comes on top of the
Federal Government’s $140M investment announced last year, is warmly welcomed by the
agricultural sector and provides enormous confidence that we will see more water development

projects come to fruition.”

Mr Swain revealed that just before Christmas the TFGA wrote to the State Government and to
Federal Water Minister Senator Penny Wong, committing the TFGA fully to ensuring that the

agricultural industry takes maximum advantage of this significant public investment.

“In that letter | urged both Governments to quickly establish the overarching framework for how the

Tasmanian water funding package is to be managed and delivered.”

“In doing so the TFGA proposed the establishment of a high-level water taskforce to advise

Government with farmers involved at both state and local project level.”

“Naturally farmers also want to see that the maximum amount of on-ground infrastructure is

leveraged from the funding and not wasted on unnecessary bureaucracy.”

“I am delighted with informal responses so far and look forward to very constructive engagement with

the State Government as water infrastructure programs develop further,” Mr Swain Said.
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