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Last days for backdated Interim Drought Assistance

Centrelink is encouraging farmers and farm-dependent small businesses in parts of
Tasmania to apply for interim drought assistance by Sunday, 16 March in order to have
their payments backdated.

Hobart-based Centrelink Rural Services Officer, Denise Pappin, said successful claims
received by the 16 March deadline will be backdated to 17 September 2007, the date of
the Interim Assistance declaration.

“People thinking of applying for drought assistance should act now to gain the maximum
backdated entitlement,” Ms Pappin said.

“Everyone’s circumstances are different, and farmers and small businesses shouldn’t self
assess their eligibility for assistance payments or other support.”

The backdating provisions apply only to the Interim Assistance declaration areas of
Tasmania. In the north, this area extends from Burnie to Cressy and Scamander. The
Southern and Central Tasmania interim assistance region covers the Lake District to
Kingborough and the Derwent Valley; and the King Island and West Coast interim area
reaches as far south as the Derwent Valley.

Ms Pappin said small business operators either in or adjacent to Interim Assistance areas
may also qualify for assistance.

“They need to show us that 70 per cent of their turnover comes from farms in an Interim
Assistance area; or that their business relies on farm families for income and is located in
a town with a population of less than 10,000,” she said.

“This means small businesses such as contract harvesters, seed, feed or fertiliser
suppliers, livestock transporters, suppliers of farm machinery and equipment, and even
hairdressers, cafes and takeaways, and mechanics may be eligible for support payments.

“I encourage anyone who believes they may be eligible to call the Drought Assistance
Hotline on 13 2316 and submit their claim to us by 16 March. Claims received after this
date can only be backdated to the date we receive the application.”
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