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FEDERAL VISIONS FOR WATERING TASMANIA OVERDUE 
 
Roger Swain, President of the Tasmanian Farmers & Graziers Association today called for both 
Federal Parties to declare their hand and commit to water infrastructure development in rural 
Tasmania. 
 
“Tasmanian farmers are very keen to see what policies both Federal Parties have for building our 
State’s rural communities.” 
 
“There has been a lot of talk about rural Tasmania’s water needs, but in the midst of the one of 
the worst droughts ever it is now time for action.”  
 
“We are looking for a long-term approach to sustainable water development – one which includes 
a substantial funding injection to kick start new water infrastructure projects and a cooperative 
framework to deliver Tasmania’s share of the 10-year National Plan for Water Security.” 
 
“That is why in September the TFGA released our Joint Government – Industry Water 
Infrastructure Package for Tasmania.” 
 
“Our package proposed $121.2M of federal funding over 4 years for priority water projects across 
Tasmania’s agricultural regions.” 
 
“Importantly it included the establishment of a Southern Food Bowl Water Taskforce to facilitate 
the long term plan required to guide rural water infrastructure development in Tasmania.” 
 
Mr Swain reported that since launching their water package the TFGA has been quite 
overwhelmed by the widespread support received from State political parties, major agricultural 
industry players, farmers and townsfolk alike. 
 
“The TFGA has put forward our vision for how Tasmania’s rural industries can grow and become 
a food bowl for Australia by building on our water supply advantage.” 
 
“With only a few weeks left to polling day, it is now time for both Federal parties to give us their 
vision.” 
 
“Solid commitments from an incoming Federal Government would provide the impetus to unlock 
significant growth potential for Tasmanian agriculture and relieve some of the pressure on 
stressed mainland catchments to supply Australia’s food,” Mr Swain said. 
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Contact: Roger Swain, TFGA President, 0429 321813 

Copies of the TFGA’s “Joint Government – Industry Water Infrastructure Package for Tasmania” 
are available on the TFGA website www.tfga.com.au or by phoning 03-63321800 


